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DESTRUCTIVE WEATHER

This spring has challenged many communities with severe thunderstorms, dangerous hail and tornados.  Mapleton in Monona County and several communities in Pocahontas and Buena Vista counties were hit hard.  Early notification and stellar response by EMS, Fire and Law Enforcement agencies resulted in no fatalities and few injuries.    Hat’s off to the dedicated responders for immediate and ongoing care to these needy communities.  
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS’
Katrina.Altenhofen@idph.iowa.gov
Anita.Bailey@idph.iowa.gov
Brittany.Biermann@idph.iowa.gov
Joseph.Ferrell@idph.iowa.gov
Cynthia.Heick@ipdh.iowa.gov
Janet.Houtz@idph.iowa.gov
Katie.Linn@idph.iowa.gov
Ellen.Woods@idph.iowa.gov
Merrill.Meese@idph.iowa.gov
Terry.Smith@idph.iowa.gov
Stephen.Poole@idph.iowa.gov
Evelyn.Wolfe@idph.iowa.gov 

EMS WEEK

The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) has designated National EMS Week as May 15-21, 2011.  Wednesday, May 18 honors the EMSC programs nationwide.  

EMS Week brings together local communities and medical personnel to honor the dedication of those who privde the day-to-day lifesaving services of medicine’s “front line safety net” and recognizes that EMS is a vital essential public service.  On May 12 at 2:45 p.m. governor Terry E. Branstad will sign a proclamation declaring EMS Week.
Personally, I am proud to be part of this EMS team that serves Iowans during their time of need.  I appreciate the work you do and it is a pleasure to serve such dedicated individuals.   To my EMS colleagues, friends and family I say:  “Happy EMS Week, give yourselves a pat on the back and know that you are doing the right thing for those you serve.” 
SERVICE RENEWAL INSTRUCTIONS

On June 1, seventeen services in the SE region will receive an auto-generated message from the System Registry announcing it is time to renew their service authorization. The expiration date for these services is August 31, 2011.  Administrative rule requires service program renewals to be submitted 30 days prior to expiration on August 1st.  
SERVICE RENEWAL INSTRUCTIONS (con’t)

PLEASE don’t wait until the last minute to complete the process.  Renewal is easy and is completed via the System Registry.  
This process will be the same for the 19 services with November 30, 2011 expiration date.

Below are step-by-step instructions to help you through the process.
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1. Visit  www.idph.state.ia.us/ems 
2. Select System Registry 
3. Select EMS Service
4. Enter your User Name and Password (Unable to get in? Email me for a new password.)
5. Confirm all information on the Service Details page is complete and make changes as needed.
6. To change contact information for the Service Director, select MY PROFILE on the right-side of the top blue bar.   

7. Select the Service Roster tab and make sure all personnel are on the roster and training information is up-to-date. All fields must be current.

8. Enter the emergency communications training date for individuals that don’t drive emergency vehicles.  
9. Select Renew Service on the Service Details page

10. Select the Forms tab

11. Select  and print the Service Program Renewal Signature Page
12. Complete the form, save a copy for your records and mail the original to:


Anita J. Bailey, PS

Bureau of EMS
PO Box 183

Milford, IA 51351 
13. Check the service Contingency Plans, Transport Agreements, CQI documents and Pharmacy Agreements to ensure all documents reflect current practices and not outdated. Send any updates to me with your Service Program Renewal Signature Page.
Once I receive the Service Program Renewal Signature Page and all information in the System Registry Details Page and Roster are current, I will approve the renewal and mail you a new certificate.  Please contact me for assistance as needed.  

PEDIATRIC OUT-OF-HOSPITAL DO NOT RESUCITATE (OOH DNR)

32 states now have OOH DNR for pediatric patients with terminal illnesses. Currently Iowa’s terminally ill children going home and there have been incidents where resuscitative efforts have been conducted by EMS against family wishes.  The University of Iowa Palliative Care 
PEDIATRIC OOH DNR (con’t)

Workgroup (PCW) is looking at revising Iowa’s current OOH DNR to include pediatric patients.  The PCW has surveyed the EMS community via IEMSA and the American Academy of Pediatrics, Iowa members, and may try to survey the Family Practice Physicians as well.  Some were unaware that pediatric patients are not included in the current rules.  The PCW are working to ensure that End of Life definitions are compatible and may introduce legislation next session.  They are not asking for EMS action today, but your support may be requested in the near future.  Comments and questions regarding this initiative may be directed to the Bureau EMSC Coordinator Katrina Altenhofen at Katrina.Altenhofen@idph.iowa.gov or 319.653.7270.
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TRANSITION UPDATE
The administrative rules that allow the transition to move forward will go into effect on August 1, 2011.

A transition plan for EMS providers to move from current certification level to the new level identified in the “National Scope of Practice Model” has been developed.  Providers can complete the transition requirements through previous training, continuing education, on the job training or other means.  In February, the EMS website added a TRANSITION tab where providers can find information about the transition process. 
Providers must complete the transition requirements within the timeframes described below:
TRANSITON TIMETABLE

	Current Level
	Transition Level
	Date for Completion

	First Responder
	Emergency Medical Responder
	September 30, 2013/2014*

	EMT – Basic
	Emergency Medical Technician
	March 31, 2014/2015*

	EMT– Intermediate
	Advanced Emergency Medical Technician 
	March 31, 2016

	EMT – Paramedic
	Paramedic
	March 31, 2018

	Paramedic Specialist
	Paramedic
	March 31, 2014/2015*


*Transition at time of certification renewal.

Joe has been working on the internal processes for direct payment to the NREMT for the initial computer based exam fee for the EMT-I’s that transition to the AEMT and for I-99’s that transition to Paramedic. 

BUREAU OF EMS UPDATE

· Kirk Schmitt resigned the EMS Bureau Chief position and returned to California in early March.  Joe Ferrell, Regulations Manager is serving as interim Bureau Chief.  The department would like to post both the bureau chief and the FTE vacated by Craig Keoughs’ retirement.   It is anticipated that the current hiring freeze may be lifted following the end of the legislative session when the FY 12 budgets are released.
· The state has been divided into four work areas and field staff has been assigned to their new territories.  The list of counties served by each of the coordinators is on the last page of this newsletter.  
· There will be approximately $500,000 available in the FY’2012 budget for training grants
· The bureau has been working to ensure funds are available to pay for the first computer based test for EMT-I’s that transition to the AEMT and for Iowa Paramedics to transition to the Paramedic level.
· Due to recent reductions in staffing bureau staff has a renewed focus on strategic planning and may use a Survey Monkey to gather input from our partners.

· The rule changes in Chapter 641—132 requiring electronic data submission are final and will become active on May 11, 2011
· The rule changes in Chapter 641—132 that allow for the transition are final and will become active on August 1, 2011.
· Board of Pharmacy has conducted public hearing on the significant clarifications on the Chapter 11: Drugs in EMS Programs. Due to the comments they received from the public. They propose terminating Notice of Intended Action published in the June 30, 2010, Iowa Administrative Bulletin as ARC 8923B, and filing the following new Notice of Intended Action. The new Notice includes numerous amendments and clarifications as a result of comments and questions received from interested parties. 

GRANT REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS
IDPH no longer accepts paper reimbursement forms for grants.
All expense submissions are to be completed and sent electronically via the web through the Share Point system.  Last May, an email went out to all service contractors from our Fiscal Bureau regarding this change.  
If your county isn’t acquainted with Share Point yet here are some steps to getting on-board:
1. Complete a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the IDPH.  Contact the Share Point site administrator John McMullen at John.McMullen@idph.iowa.gov  
2. John will send a MOU to complete and return to him.  
3. When received, John will give you the Share Point site URL and a temporary password to access it.  
4. Then contact the EMS Bureau Grant Coordinator Steve Poole at Stephen.Poole@idph.iowa.gov for further assistance.
If your association did return the MOU agreement last summer but are only now getting back to Share Point to start entering expenses they will no doubt find that they cannot access their Share Point site.  That is because the password that was assigned them last summer has expired.  You will need to contact John McMullen for a new password. 

Once you have their access to Share Point you will find an electronic workbook in the form of an excel spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet has a tab for each month of grant expenses.  This is where you enter expenses and then electronically submit them for reimbursement through the Share Point system. 
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EMS LEADERS MEETINGS SCHEDULE
I have cancelled the quarterly meetings at Burgess Hospital in Onawa for the remainder of the 2011.  I’d like to thank Kris Peterson, RN, Director of Emergency Services for allowing us to use that beautiful facility.   We will revisit the time and location of quarterly meetings in 2012.  Expanded territory presents challenges that will need to be addressed.   I strongly believe there is no substitute for the face-to-face networking I see at the Pocahontas and Sheldon meetings.  I am amazed at the camaraderie and sharing.  These service directors discuss best practices and apply situational problem solving that benefits all that attend.  

On the practical side, I also understand that there are many barriers to attending yet another meeting.  So, with the help of my peer Merrill Meese, I intend to continue to share this HOT TOPICS quarterly newsletter to try to keep services informed.   I am looking for feedback and will appreciate any input you might have to share with me at Anita.Bailey@idph.iowa.gov 
Connect with 

Iowa EMS Leaders

Comprehensive information and discussion with your peers. 

Formal CEH awarded at no cost to participants.

EMS Leaders for every service are encouraged to attend one of these sessions quarterly.

	Pocahontas Hospital                 9:00 am
	20
	19

	Sheldon Ambulance Building    7:00 pm
	21
	20


	2011 Iowa EMS Leaders Meetings
	Jul
	Oct


Be involved!  Stay informed!

Bureau of EMS Staff territories - March 2011
EMS Service Authorization, Reauthorization and Inspection
Anita Bailey

PO Box 183

Milford, IA 51351

Anita.Bailey@idph.iowa.gov 

Office: 712.332.2185   Mobile: 515.360.7188

Buena Vista, Calhoun, Carroll, Cherokee, Clay, Crawford, Dickinson, Emmet, Greene, Hamilton, Hancock, Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, Lyon, Monona, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Sac, Sioux, Webster, Winnebago, Woodbury, Wright

Merrill Meese

Belmond Hospital

403 1st Street SE

Belmond, IA 50421

Merrill.Meese@idph.iowa.gov 

Office/Mobile: 515.344.2793   Fax: 641.444.3233

Allamakee, Benton, Black Hawk, Butler, Bremer, Buchanan, Cerro Gordo, Chickasaw, Clayton, Delaware, Dubuque, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Grundy, Hardin, Howard, Linn,  Mitchell, Tama, Winneshiek, Worth

Evelyn Wolfe

PO Box 91

Solon, IA 52333

Evelyn.Wolfe@idph.iowa.gov
Office: 319.624.9085   Mobile: 319.331.1354

Appanoose, Cedar, Clinton, Davis, Des Moines, Henry, Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, Keokuk, Lee, Louisa, Mahaska, Marion, Monroe, Muscatine, Poweshiek, Scott, Van Buren, Wapello, Washington, Wayne

Ellen Woods

PO Box 316

Colo, IA 50056

Ellen.Woods@idph.iowa.gov 

Office: 641.377.2237
Adair, Adams, Audubon, Boone, Cass, Clarke, Dallas, Decatur, Fremont, Guthrie, Harrison, Lucas, Madison, Marshall, Mills, Montgomery, Page, Polk, Pottawattamie, Ringgold, Shelby, Story, Taylor, Union, Warren
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